
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1





The Festival of Ash Wednesday (Observed),







10 March 2019.







Concordia Lutheran Mission,







Terrebonne, Oregon.

“Men Store Up Eternal Treasures 

in Heaven by the Gospel through Faith.” 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal ... . 

St. Matthew 6:20.

Introduction.


What good is the Gospel?  Only this: The Gospel stores up for us everlasting and treasures of incalculable value that never go away over and against the world which rewards us, at best, only with transient treasures.  Imagine producing riches moment by moment, day by day, never suffering reversals but only gains building upon gain and new finds and discoveries ever expanding.  To these riches the Gospel directs us.  The Gospel directs us away from the allures of the transient world’s fleeting treasures to treasures which abide and delight forever.  The Gospel isn’t opposed to riches; it’s just opposed to fleeting riches.


The Gospel is able to enrich men forever because it reverses the results of sin.  With the fall of man into sin man was reduced to ashes and dust, namely, everlasting death, destitution, and poverty, yielding, at best, only transient riches.  The Gospel reverses that outcome by Absolving of sin and, thereby, Absolving its lethality and poverty.


By a life of faith through the Gospel, men are laboring not just on earth, but in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  While this earth shall pass away because of sin and yield to a new heaven and earth
, the Kingdom of Heaven never passes away.  By the life of faith through the Gospel, everything a Christian does in this life is racking up everlasting treasures of inestimable value, vista, and quantity, because in this life Christians by faith are laboring in the Everlasting Kingdom of Heaven.


By the Gospel through faith, men store up everlasting treasures in heaven.

I.  The Passion of Christ Restores to Earth the Enduring Kingdom of Heaven.   
A.  The world is bereft of riches and engulfed in death because of sin.



This Wednesday past (6 March 2019) was the Festival of Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of Lent, a penitential season, i.e, a season of repentance.  


The application of ashes on the Festival of Ash Wednesday reminds us we are mortal because of sin.  Sin ultimately reduces man to the permanent destitution, darkness, poverty, and death, because sin reduces men to ashes and dust.
  Sin introduced death to mankind and reduced man to dust and ashes.
  Every effort of man perishes with him because of sin.  King Solomon writes of the futility of man’s life in this fallen world:

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.  Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanities.  What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?

Luther writes:

You see, that why Christ begins now to preach many words against the great idol Mammon, drawing a most ugly kind of picture of him to put people on their guard against him.  The first thing He says:  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust corrupt and where thieves break in and steal.”  The treasures on earth He assigns to three trustees – rust, moths, and thieves.  These are miserable watchmen to put in charge of treasures!  But God has wisely ordained that wherever there is a treasure, there must be such fellows to watch it, just as there are usually sparrows or rats or mice near the grain.  And that is just what we deserve; for we do not use our money and property rightly, and in our miserable greed we scrape up everything for ourselves, while no one gives or grants anything to anyone else.
   


Life became vanity and death because man withdrew from God through sin.  God is the Source of life and all things.  By withdrawing from God, man withdraws from life and all good things that go with it.  The consequence is that man is reduced to dust, ashes, and everlasting poverty.  Moses writes;

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it was thou taken: for dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.


The season of Lent serves to call men away from the fleeting riches of the world to the everlasting treasures of the Kingdom of Heaven.

B.  The Passion of Christ restores to earth the Enduring Kingdom of Heaven.


Because sin removed the Kingdom of Heaven from earth, the Atonement for sins by the Passion of Christ restores to earth the Kingdom of Heaven.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Jesus answered and said, ... Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, signifying what death he should die.


The Cross of Christ casts out the devil.  Who is the devil?  The devil is the author of sin and death.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.  Why do ye not understand my speech?  even because ye cannot hear my word.  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.


The prince of this world rules men through sin and death.  The Cross of Christ cast him out, exorcizes him from the world, by Atoning for the sins of men.  When the prince of this world, the prince of sin and death, is exorcized, what remains?  What remains is the Kingdom of Heaven.  By the Cross of Christ the Kingdom of Heaven has been reestablished on earth.  Consequently, Jesus says His Passion draws and restores all men to Him, the God of Heaven.  The Kingdom of Heaven is now on earth for men again because Jesus has restored the Blessed Presence of God through His Passion.  Jesus says:

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
 

Christ is God in the flesh.  Consequently, we see that the Passion of Christ restores to earth the Kingdom of Heaven.

II. Men Store Up Everlasting Treasures by the Gospel through Faith.


A.  By the Gospel through Faith men labor in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.


But where do we find the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth?  We find wherever the Cross of Christ be lifted up for men through God’s Word.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this I my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.


Wherever we have the Gospel, there we have the Kingdom of Heaven.  We gain access to and enter the Kingdom of Heaven on earth by the Gospel through faith.  The Gospel creates faith in the heart.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Faith saves and places us in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth and puts us in the ways of Christ.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of Saving Faith created by the Gospel:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
 


By God’s Word and Sacraments through faith we have crossed the threshold on earth in this life from this world into the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  St. John Chysostom writes in a sermon from around the 4th century that the Kingdom of Heaven is entered by the Gospel through faith:

The [heavenly] city being not only as far from us a Heaven is from earth, but even much farther, if we be negligent; like as, on the other hand, if we do our best, ... even in one instant we shall come to the gates thereof.  For not by local space, but by moral disposition [faith]
 are these distances defined.

Again, St. John Chrysostom writes in a sermon from the 4th century that we enter and labor in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth by the Gospel through faith:

For there is no need to say, he means, that one must go up to heaven, or cross a great sea, and then receive the commandments, but things so great and grand hath God made of easy access to us.  And what meaneth the phrase, “The Word is nigh thee?”  That is, It is easy.  For in thy mind and in thy tongue is salvation.  There is no long journey to go, no seas to sail over, no mountains to pass, to get saved.  But if you be not minded to cross so much as the threshold, you may even while you sit at home be saved.  For “in thy mouth an din thy heart” is the source of salvation.  And then on another score also he makes the word of faith easy, and says, that “God raised Him from the dead.”  For just reflect upon the worthiness of the Worker, and you will no longer see any difficulty in the thing.  That He is Lord then, is plain from the resurrection.  And this he said at the beginning even of the Epistle.  “Which was declared to be the Son of God with power ... by the resurrection from the dead.”  (Rom. I. 4.)  But that the resurrection is easy too, has been shown even to those who are very unbelieving, from the might of the Worker of it.  Since then the righteousness is greater, and light and easy to receive, is it not a sign of the utmost contentiousness to leave what is light and easy, and set about impossibilities?  For they could not say that it was a thing they declined as burdensome.  See then how he deprives them of all excuse.  For what do they deserve to have said in their defence, who choose what is burdensome and impracticable, and pass by what is light, and able to save them, and to give them those things which the Law could not give?  All this can come only from a contentious spirit, which is in a state of rebellion against God.  For the Law is galling ... , but grace is easy.  The Law, though they dispute never so much, does not save; Grace yieldeth the righteousness resulting from itself, and that from the Law likewise.  What plea then is to rescue them, since they are disposed to be contentious against this, but cling to that to no purpose whatever?  Then, since he had made a strong assertion, he again confirms it from the Scripture.
 


By the Word and Sacraments men are saved and walk in the good works Christ Fashioned for us by His Passion God ordained for us and for all men.  Now by the Gospel through faith we engage in good works pleasing to God and labor in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth because these works are the works Christ performed for us in order to give to us for our salvation.  Everything in the life of a Christian is laboring in a God-pleasing fashion before God Himself in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth and, thereby, of inestimable importance and value.  Luther writes, relying heavily upon St. John Chrysostom, that our labors in this life by the Gospel through faith are labors in the everlasting Kingdom of Heaven:

Chrysostom: “But what things does he now call heavenly? They are not heaven, are they? They are not the angels, are they? No, they are the things that take place among us. Therefore the things that are ours are in heaven, and these things of ours are heavenly, even though they are celebrated on earth.” But how this can take place follows in the same place: “To be on earth and not to be takes place in a certain way and voluntarily.” “If we draw near to God, we are in heaven. For what do I care about heaven when I see the God of heaven? Thus Christ said: ‘We will come to Him and make Our home with Him’ (John 14:23).” ... This is what Chrysostom says. Therefore to be heavenly is to love heavenly things and to set one’s mind on things that are divine, as Col. 3:2–3 states: “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Likewise Phil. 3:20: “But our commonwealth is in heaven.” Likewise 1 Cor. 15:47–49: “The first man was from the earth, earthly. … the second man is from heaven. As was the earthly man, such also are the earthly; and as is the heavenly, such also are the heavenly. Therefore just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly, let us also bear the likeness of the heavenly.” We read about this again in 2 Cor. 3:18: “But we, with unveiled face reflecting the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Therefore “the heavens” are mentioned in many places in the Old Testament. Ps. 19:1: “The heavens are telling the glory of God.” Is. 45:8: ... “Drop down dew, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain righteousness.” In short, therefore, to be heavenly is to despise the visible things, yes, even their images, and to cling to God alone, the divine Good, that is, the divine will, in prosperity as well as in adversity, in life and in death. To be earthly is to despise the invisible things, that is, the divine will, and to cling to the visible things, to set one’s mind on the good fortune of the world. Therefore Christ bears witness everywhere that He does the will of His Father, and He teaches others to do the same thing, as He says in John 4:34: “My food is to do the will of My Father.” To cling to God is to be freed from the world and all creatures; to bear the image of Christ is to live according to the love and the example of Christ. “He who says that he loves God, and does not keep His commandments is a liar,” says 1 John 2:4. But since these divine blessings are invisible, incomprehensible, and deeply hidden, nature cannot attain or love them unless it is lifted up through the grace of God. For the same reason it happens that the spiritual man can be judged, known, and seen by no one, not even by himself; for he remains in the deepest darkness of God. David learned this and bears witness to it when he says in Ps. 31:20: “Thou shalt hide them in the covert of Thy presence” (that is, in the covert which is before Thee). To be sure, this begins in this life; but it will be completed in the life to come. Therefore it is a great thing to be a Christian and to have one’s life hidden, not in some place, as in the case of the hermits, or in one’s own heart, which is exceedingly deep, but in the invisible God Himself, namely, to live amid the things of the world and to be nourished by what appears nowhere except by means of ordinary verbal indication and hearing alone, as Christ says in Matt. 4:4: “Man does not live by bread alone but by every word.” Thus the bride says in the Song of Solomon (5:2): “I am sleeping (because she is not aware of the things that are visible) and my heart is awake.” On the other hand, those who are earthly are sleeping, and their heart is sleeping. Therefore it is evident that Christ’s believers are most properly called heavenly because if “the soul is present more where it loves than where it lives,” ... and if it is the nature of love to change one who loves into what is loved, .. . it is true that those who love heaven and God are and are called heavenly and divine, though not because they are heavenly by nature or in a metaphysical sense. For in this sense, nothing except heavenly bodies would be heavenly; indeed, even the demons and absolutely all the souls of men would be heavenly, since they are of a certain heavenly, that is, incorporeal, nature.

Luther writes of the life of a Christian by faith in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth:

Thus a maidservant who sweeps the floor and milks the cows worships God in a most pleasing manner, as Solomon testifies in Eccl. 9:7–9:  “Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, and drink your wine with a merry heart; for God has already approved what you do. Let your garments be always white; let not oil be lacking on your head.” If your heart is sure that the things you do in every place are pleasing to God, you will have no doubt that they are most excellent and saintly. Thus a pupil who listens to his teacher in faith should know that he is performing a golden work. On the other hand, a monk with all his acts of devotion is an abomination to God because he goes along without the Word and without the obedience enjoined by God.

B. By the Gospel through faith Christians garner everlasting treasures.


Because Christians labor in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth by the Gospel through faith, they garner opulence that goes on forever.  Jesus says in Proverbs 8:

Riches are with are with me; yea; durable riches and righteousness.


Because sin makes everything futile, the reversal of sin means the reversal of all futility and ushers in life brimming with meaning and life eternal.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is life eternal through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Conclusions.


Christians garner treasures everlasting by the Gospel through faith.  Christians garner everlasting treasures by the Gospel through faith because the Kingdom of Heaven is the only kingdom on earth that stretches forever into eternity.


Christians, therefore, look forward to success upon success and so into the life eternal because they are now in the everlasting Kingdom of Heaven by the Gospel through faith wherein every effort of the Christians never fails to garners everlasting glory and success forever.  
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